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Saab on the roof - Safari rally 1964 
 

 

 

This well-known picture (at least for some of our older Saab fans), turned up 
when I was visiting Torbjörn Trollby, who was one of the mechanics in the 
former Saab rally team. 
 
Torbjörn was one of Saab´s mechanics during five Safari rallies – he´s the man 
pictured with the well pressed trousers at the rear helping to rollover the 
rallycar.  
 
The Safari rally of 1964 was Erik Carlsson’s third, his co-driver that year was 
Gunnar Palm.  
 
An incident happened during the rally where their car became completely stuck 
in thick mud, here co-driver Palm came up with an intuitive idea “we can roll 
the car out of this” and with help from a few spectators the car was quickly out 
of mud and on its way to the finish line again. 
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 The Swedish car finished in a very respectable second place, in what was an 
extremely difficult rally. 
 
At the afternoons prize ceremony in Nairobi, Erik Carlsson explained to 
reporters about their clever roll-over incident, but nobody believed them!  
OK, said Erik to his team-mates ”Let´s roll the car and show them”, which they 
did.  Naturally there were many photographs taken, the classic picture shown 
above is one of them. 
 
This photo appeared in many newspapers throughout the world and provided 
Saab with a tremendous amount of free publicity. 
 
After the prize ceremony the Ford team struggled in getting their winning 
Cortina car up the steep staircase into the hall where the celebration party was 
to be held that evening. 
 
After the party, at about 01.30, many people had gathered around the wining 
Ford Cortina car.  Then someone came into the building with a local newspaper 
and on the front page was a picture of a white Saab upside down on its roof! 
Not being out-done the Ford people decided to also roll their car! However, 
they were not quite so successful! 
 
The problem was that the Cortina with its ´flat roof´ was not as easy to roll 
compared to the Saab.  Once Ford had however managed to roll the car onto 
its flat roof, engine oil, petrol, water and battery acid started to leak from the 
car spilling onto the floor of the building. It really was a mess, and impossible 
for them to quickly get the car back onto its wheels again!  
 
The expensive wooden floor of the building was ruined, the repair bill alone is 
said to have cost Ford more than the cost of the rally itself! 
 
It´s also said that Saab gained much more publicity for their `Car on the roof ´ 
incident than the publicity Ford had gained by actually winning the rally! 
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Picture text. 
The Saab team, showing our storyteller Torbjörn Trollby standing second from 
the right in the photo.  
The photo is from the late Saab mechanic, Sven Wennerdahl’s photo album, he 
is seen standing third from the right in the picture. 
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